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What is language planning? 
•  Status planning (policies, laws) 

•  Corpus planning (dictionaries, discources) 

•  Aquisition planning 

•  Attitude planning 
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Språkvård 



The Swedish language act 
Section 9  
The public sector has a particular responsibility to protect and promote 
Swedish sign language. 
 
Section 14 
Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing, and persons who, for other reasons 
require sign language, are to be given the opportunity to learn, develop and 
use Swedish sign language.  
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Language advising 
Most questions about 
 

•  translations of Swedish words/terms 

•  signs for new words, name signs  
   and signs for countries 

Few questions on grammar and phrases 
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How do we advice? 
• Our language intuition (internal discussions) 

•  Asking native signers (external discussions) 

•  Dictionaries 

•  Language corpora (Stockholm University) 
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Corpora in language advising 
• Meaning (in context), 
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Similar sign, different annotations 
•  BITA-IHOP x1 (bite the bullet)  
•  PINSAM x1 (embarrassing)  
 
•  TÅLAMOD x2 (patience)  
•  STÅ-UT-MED x2 (tolerate)  

•  HÅLLA-UT x1, x2 (endure)  
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Source: Swedish sign language lexicon, SU 



…and different meanings 
•  have to, must 
•  pull yourself together 
•  bite the bullet 

•  unexpected 
•  dawning on somebody. 
•  new information 
 
 
 

•  patience 
•  tolerate 

•  against somebody’s will 
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LÅTA-VARA@g (let it be) 
mouthing [ls]: 
•  don’t care 
•  getting tired of 
•  give up 
•  instead 

mouthing [æ]: 
•  never mind 
 

mothing [m]: 
•  it’s ok 
•  go ahead 

one hand: 
•  nothing special 
•  anyhow 
•  that’s what 

happened 
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Source: Swedish sign language lexicon, SU 



Corpora in language advising 
• Meaning (in context), 

•  How compounds are constructed, 
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Compounds (loan translations) 
•  Established elements: FRI^SKOLA (private school) 

• One element is fingerspelled: RAD@b^HUS (terrace house) 

• One element is replaced: BRUN^KAKA (gingerbread) 

•  Two identical elements: UNDERHÅLL^BIDRAG (alimony) 

12 



Corpora in language advising 
• Meaning (in context), 

•  How compounds are constructed, 

•  Frequency (how common is a particular sign), 
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Frequency (SU corpus) 
•  PRO-1 
•  PU@g 
•  PRO 
•  JA@b (yes) 
•  tp@g  
•  PRO>närv  
• MEN (but) 
•  SÅ-ATT-SÄGA (so to speak) 
•  POSS-1 
•  VARA (to be) 
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Corpora in language advising 

• Meaning of signs (in context), 

•  How compounds are constructed, 

•  Frequency (how common is a particular sign), 

•  Constructions (loan phrases, phrasal verbs), 

•  Changes over time (new signs and vanishing signs), 

•  Sociolinguistic studies (gender, age). 
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The wish list 

•  Large and varied corpora, 

•  Consistency between glosses in corpus and lexicon (linked), 

•  Preset search strings in Elan, 

•  Automatic sign language recognition. 
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Thank you! 
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